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THEKEY.TO 
SuSTainabiliTY CHECK
THEKEY.TO aims to maintain a high standard of sustainability throughout the fair including the selection 

of its exhibitors. To guarantee this standard is upheld, the sustainability criteria is reviewed 
and revised with each edition with respect to new developments within the sustainable clothing 
industry.
To participate in THEKEY.TO, at least one option from each of the compulsory criteria sections 
below must be satisfied:
· SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS 
· SOCIAL STANDARDS
This must apply to at least 70% of your brands’ trading stock.

COMPULSORY CRITERIA
Please tick at least one option for SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS and SOCIAL STANDARDS, 
providing brief but strong explanations.

SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS

· ORGANIC

Definition: use of certified organic materials. This means that crops or livestock are farmed to 
an organic agricultural standard. Please list the materials used and name the certifying body. 
Please insert your certificate.  
Explanation/Comment: Certified organic materials are verified by a third party to be grown and 
maintained to an organic agricultural standard. 
 
 Commonly used organic agricultural standards are: 
 · Eu regulation no. 967/2008
 · Japanese agricultural Standard (JaS)
 · national Organic Program (nOS)/united States Department of agriculture (uSDa)
 Typical organic farming practices include:
 · Wide crop rotation as a prerequisite for an efficient use of on-site resources
 · Very strict limits on chemical synthetic pesticide and synthetic fertilizer use, 
   livestock antibiotics, food additives and processing aids and other input
 · absolute prohibition of the use of genetically modified organisms
 · Taking advantage of on-site resources, such as livestock manure for fertilizer or feed 
   produced on the farm
 · Choosing plant and animal species that are resistant to disease and adapted to local conditions
 · Raising livestock in free-range, open-air systems and providing them with organic feed
 · using animal husbandry practices appropriate to different livestock species 
   [bibliographical reference: http://ec.europa.eu ]
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SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS

· ECO-FRIENDLY

Definition: use of eco-friendly materials, which create comparatively and traceably less 
environmental pollution to conventional materials.
Please list the materials used, the supplier, the country of origin and if possible, the certifying 
body. 
Explanation/Comment: There are a variety of alternatives to organic certified materials, which 
also create a low environmental impact. 
Hemp is a good example, as it grows quickly and does not require the use of pesticides and a lot 
of water. 
bamboo as an eco-friendly material is a complicated discussion. Despite common belief, the use 
of it as a natural fibre in textiles is not possible. its row fibres are too short to be spun on its 
own, however it can be used as a basis for other textiles such as viscose, produced from cellulose 
regenerated from processed bamboo. However it can be used in its natural form for other items 
such as shoe soles and carpeting.
Stinging nettle and other regenerated cellulosic fibres are also considered eco-friendly as long 
as the production processes can be proved to create low environmental impact. 
Vegan or vegetarian materials can only be considered eco-friendly if they produce less 
environmental pollution than conventional materials.

· RECYCLED

Definition: use of natural or synthetic materials, which are recycled, up-cycled or observe the 
cradle-to-cradle technique. Please list the materials and techniques.
if you are certified, please include a copy of your certificate.  if you are not certified then please 
include documentation that confirms your claim. 
Explanation/Comment: Materials can be saved from becoming waste through recycling, up-
cycling and the cradle-to-cradle technique. Common items which can be recycled are used 
clothing, plastic bottles, Tetrapaks and bicycle tires. Recycling is the processing of waste 
materials into a new form which can be used again. an example would be recycled plastic bottles 
processed into fibres which can be spun into yarn for textiles and clothing.  up-cycling describes 
a process of using old, useless product or waste materials to create something new and of higher 
value. an example would be the use of old clothing to create new pieces. Cradle-to-cradle is a 
new approach to producing ecologically intelligent products in which ingredients can be almost 
completely recovered instead of becoming waste
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SOCIAL STANDARDS

· FAIR

Definition: Support of trade relationships, which are based on justice in international trade. This 
means safety of life, transparency, fair negotiations and respectful relations with all partners. 
Do you have a fair trade certification? if yes, please name the certification.
if you are not certified, please describe how your brand supports fair trade. 
if you are certified, please include a copy of your certificate.  if you are not certified then please 
include documentation that confirms your claim. 
Explanation/Comment: 
 Fair trade comprises of: 
 · Support of economically disadvantaged producers.
 · The discussion of prices in a fair dialogue, independent of fluctuating world market prices.
 · The maintaining of terms of employment in compliance with the main working conditions
   of the ilO (international labour Organization).
 · Support to the producer to be able to assert himself in the future independently in the 
   market. 
 · a fair basis for negotiation for all partners. Clear, deferential and fair trade should be
   carried out.

· SOCIAL AND SOCIAL CERTIFIED 

Definition social: Support of working conditions, which comply with the main working standards 
of the international labour Organization (ilO), throughout the product supply chain.
Definition social certified: Third-party certified support of working conditions which comply 
with the main working standards of the international labour Organization (ilO) throughout the 
product supply chain and participation in a multi-stakeholder initiative. Do you have a social 
certification? if yes, please name the certification.
Explanation/Comment: 
 The main working standards of the international labour Organization (ilO) include:  
 · union freedom and the right to group negotiations
 · Removal of the hard labour  
 · abolition of the child employment
 · banning of discrimination in employment and occupation 
 [bibliographical reference: http://www.ilo.org ]
Certification from a third party ensures that a company follows the code of practice internally 
and externally, as verified by an independent institute. 
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SOCIAL STANDARDS

· SOCIAL AND SOCIAL CERTIFIED CONTINUED

Multi-stakeholder initiatives combine the knowledge and expertise of members of state, 
economy and civil society to work toward solutions for problems in industry and new issues and 
topics on the international political agenda.

· CRAFT

Definition: Support of traditional craft in the interest of maintaining culture or working together 
with local communities to revive or preserve special production techniques. 
Please describe how your brand supports cultural values. 
Please include documentation that confirms your claim.
Explanation/Comment: Many traditional crafts or arts are at risk of extinction with mass 
production, globalization and fast-fashion. For some cultures, history and custom are maintained 
through these skills and techniques, so it is worth employing them as a method of production to 
keep these traditions alive. 
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O PTIONAL CRITERIA

SUSTAINABLE SUPPLY CHAIN

Please tick any of the below options if they apply to your brand and provide brief but strong 
explanations.

· CLIMATE

Definition: Controlled and traceable reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, especially carbon 
dioxide (CO2 ) throughout the product supply chain. 
Please describe how your brand is working to reduce its CO2  impact. 
if you are certified, please include a copy of your certificate.  if you are not certified then please 
include documentation that confirms your claim. 
Explanation/Comment: Climate change appears frequently as a topic in the media, but what 
does it mean and how does it relate to the fashion industry?
Global warming is the increase of the Earth’s average temperature and it is believed to be a result 
of human-generated gas emissions, particularly Carbon dioxide (CO2). it is thought to be the 
cause of rising sea levels, melting glaciers, heat waves, heavy storms and various other irregular 
weather patterns. 
as one of the major industries in the world, the textile and clothing industry has the responsibility 
to take action in reducing gas emissions, especially CO2.
The reduction of CO2 can be implemented at various stages throughout the product supply chain. 
Some examples are during textile production – finishing and dying and during transportation 
by means of shorter routes or alternative methods. another crucial point is the use of the final 
product by the consumer. advice regarding the care of the product (washing, drying, ironing) 
should ideally encourage the efficient use of energy. 
CO2 emissions can never be completely avoided, however it is possible to minimize output and 
offset by supporting CO2 neutralizing projects to achieve a climate-neutral clothing piece.
The cause is with more than 90-percent chance human issues. These data are based on 
acceptances of the intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (iPCC) their studies are in 
professional circles mostly preserved. 
[bibliographical reference: http://www.ipcc.ch/)
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SUSTAINABLE SUPPLY CHAIN

· NON-TOxIC

Definition: no or limited use of chemicals throughout the product supply chain, particularly 
during textile production, finishing and dying.
Please describe how your brand ensures low chemical input during production.
if you are certified, please include a copy of your certificate.  if you are not certified then please 
include documentation that confirms your claim. 
Explanation/Comment: The use of chemicals can not only damage the environment, but also be 
harmful to humans, the consumer. Chemicals should be avoided throughout production until the 
finished product.

· WASTE AWARE

Definition: Prevention or minimalization of waste throughout the product supply chain, especially 
during the production, packaging and post-consumption. 
Describe how your brand reduces waste. if you are certified, please include a copy of your 
certificate.  if you are not certified then please include documentation that confirms your claim. 
Explanation/Comment: The textile and clothing industry is one of the largest contributors to the 
world’s waste problem. There are many ways to minimize waste from early in the supply chain 
through to purchase by the consumer and after. During design and production, it can be in the 
selection of textiles - using blends, excess or waste (offcuts), optimized usage of resources and 
efficient packaging – using minimal or recyclable materials. after a product is purchased by the 
consumer, some companies offer to buy back used goods to be reconditioned and sold on. 

· TRACEABILITY

Definition: Visibility throughout the product supply chain. This means each production process 
unit must be known and can be traced back. For the consumer, it must also be possible to gain 
insight on all steps of the production process of the product they are purchasing. 
Please describe the traceability of your brands production.
Explanation/Comment: Providing a transparency of a product supply chain increases the 
awareness of the consumer to the processes and the people involved. allowing this visibility 
increases credibility and is a guarantee that the consumer is purchasing an ecologically and 
socially correct product.
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ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

To have a better understanding of your brand and its sustainability, please provide brief but 
strong answers to the following questions. 

 What is your brand’s vision with regards to sustainability, both for now and in the future?
How long have you been operating as a sustainable brand?
What changes, specifically with regards to sustainability, have you implemented to your business 
in the last year? and which difficulties have you confronted?

Please upload any official documents you may have which support your above statements. 

PLEASE NOTE:
The criteria you fulfil will be communicated on your stand, in THEKEY.TO brand book and website.
in participating in THEKEY.TO, we expect that you only exhibit products which satisfy our 2 main 
criteria, Sustainable Materials and Social Standards. Only in exceptional cases, we will allow 
exhibitors that fulfill just 1 of our main criteria.
THEKEY.TO aims to maintain a high standard of sustainability. in the case of discrepancies in the 
documents or incorrect information, we reserve the right to request further proof of statements. 
Exhibitors may be subjected to random checks at the event. if it is found that the conditions of 
sustainability are not satisfied as stated during application, we reserve the right to exclude a 
brand from participation in the event.


